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I.  Executive Summary

In 1980, EDAW and Associates created a master plan for this western tract of the University’s
property.  The primary focus, at that time, was to address the needs of the married college student for
housing.  The parcel lay basically undeveloped except for the two housing projects (Hawkeye
Apartments and Hawkeye Court Apartments) and outdoor storage of materials, until pressing
recreational and athletic needs precipitated a master plan for the area which was produced in 1992
by RDG Bussard Dikis, in association with Crose Gardner Associates.

In 1995, an amendment to this plan was prepared to evaluate additional program needs, as well as
to reflect the impact of the wetland area that was discovered during the extension of Hawkeye Park
Road.

Since 1995, program needs have yet again changed.  Projects have been built and some of the
design constraints have been altered.  These changes have prompted the University to update the
1995 Master Plan to reflect the new conditions and needs.

RDG Crose Gardner Shukert (now known as RDG Planning & Design) was engaged to update this plan.
This new plan incorporates into the Master Plan the projects developed since the previous Master
Plan and considers the most efficient utilization of the land resource, while looking at the University’s
ever-changing needs.

Detailed programming discussions were held with the primary users of west campus including:
Athletics, Recreational Services, Residence Services, and Parking and Transportation Services.

After reviewing alternative scenarios with the steering committee and user groups, the final plan has
evolved to the plan shown as the Master Plan (Exhibit A).

The major recommendations of the plan, as well as University long-range strategies, include the
following:

1. Generally organize facilities into like land use zones:  i.e., Athletic, Recreation,
Housing and Mixed Use.  (See Exhibit D.)

2. Retain existing woodlands and natural drainage ways.
3. Develop a trail system that links internal site facilities, as well as the continued

development of strong trail connections to Campus and the Clear Creek trail system.
Lighting of trails should be consistent with University standards.

4. Develop landscape buffer between existing residential areas to the west.
5. Remove the outdoor materials storage facilities.
6. Raze the Hawkeye Apartments, utilizing this site for future practice soccer fields and

multi-purpose recreation fields.
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I.  Executive Summary (continued)

7. Add a minimum of six additional multi-purpose recreational fields and associated
parking south of Hawkeye Park Road.

8. Develop a master plan for the redevelopment of Hawkeye Court Apartments (presently
500 units) to include 300 to 350 housing units, a community center, and a service
facility.  Consider including the existing practice soccer field site in this master plan
to provide space for contiguous new housing, a community center, or other housing
related uses.  Master Plan needs to consider the impact of 100 yr. floodway and issues
relative to poor drainage in the existing development.

9. Long-range, retain the site at the corner of Melrose Avenue and Mormon Trek
Boulevard as a high profile building site.  Interim use to be practice soccer and field
hockey.

10. Reserve the site adjacent to Melrose Avenue and west of Hawkeye Park Drive for
University Housing.  This is a highly visible and, therefore, high profile site that
deserves special consideration from an architectural and site development viewpoints.

11. The hilltop should be reserved as a high profile building site.
12. Reserve the site north of Prairie Meadow Drive and west of the wetlands for a recreation/

athletic facility and associated parking.
13. Existing Hawkeye Storage/commuter parking lots would likely not be expanded;

rather, new storage/commuter parking lot would be handled at other, more strategic,
satellite parking locations.

14. Development of a master landscape plan for internal roadways and facilities, including
street tree planting.

15. Develop a cohesive wayfinding system for West Campus, including campus entry
feature.

16. Develop a ropes course in proximity to the existing cross country course.
14. Develop a disc golf course west of the existing Hawkeye Storage Parking Lot.
18. Utilize the trail system and its interface with the wetlands area as an educational

interpretive area.

This Campus Master Plan is also accompanied by an Appendix, which contains more detailed
information gathered during the planning process, including programming, background data, and
other options that were considered.
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IV.  Master Plan (continued)

Mixed Use Zone includes:

1. Proposed ropes course.
2. Existing parking lot.  There are no long range plans to expand this parking.
3. Four (4) multi-purpose recreation fields.
4. Proposed disc golf course.
5. Existing cross country course/cross country ski course.
6. Open space for future expansion or complimentary recreation or athletic facilities.
7. Additional walking trails.

Housing is Shown in Two Zones:

1. North zone includes the existing Hawkeye Court Apartments and the present soccer
fields.

2. It is anticipated that this 500-unit complex be replaced with approximately 300/350
units.  This facility would include a community center and may include the area
occupied by the existing practice soccer field as a part of this redeveloped site.  It is
recommended that a master plan be developed for the redevelopment of Hawkeye
Court Apartments and that this master plan incorporate the Community Center and
support facilities as part of the overall plan.  This site is partially in the 500-year and
100-year flood plain and, therefore, the master plan for this area needs to include a
review of the storm water and floodway studies that have been prepared by the City of
Coralville and the University to insure that the new building elevations are positioned
out of harms way (see Appendix).

3. South Zone:  This approximately 33 acre site is reserved for future housing of some
type, yet to be determined.  The site shown as community center needs to be a high
profile building, since it is a very visible site and is the west entrance to the University
on Melrose Avenue.

General Strategies:

1. Generally organize facilities into like land use zones:  i.e., Athletic, Recreation,
Housing and Mixed Use.

2. Retain existing woodlands and natural drainage ways with storm water management
plan.

3. Develop a trail system that links internal site facilities, as well as the continued
development of strong trail connections to Campus and the Clear Creek trail system.
Lighting of trails should be consistent with University standards.

4. Develop landscape buffer between existing residential areas to the west and University
development.
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IV.  Master Plan (continued)

5. Remove the outdoor materials storage facilities.
6. Raze the Hawkeye Drive Apartments (350 units), utilizing this site for future practice

soccer fields and multi-purpose recreation fields.
7. Develop a master plan for the redevelopment of Hawkeye Court Apartments (presently

500 units) to include 300 to 350 housing units, a community center, and a service
facility.  Consider including land now occupied by the practice soccer field in this
master plan to provide space for contiguous community center to new housing.
Master plan needs to consider impact of 100 yr. floodway and issues relative to poor
drainage in existing development.  Consider shifting Hawkeye Court Drive to west
edge of housing area.

8. Existing Hawkeye Storage parking would likely not be expanded; rather, new satellite
parking would be handled at other, more strategic, satellite locations.

9. Development of a master landscape plan for internal roadways and facilities.
10. Develop a cohesive wayfinding system for West Campus, including a campus entry

feature.
11. Utilize the trail system and its interface with the wetlands area as an educational

interpretive area.
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Appendix

CONCEPTUAL PLAN OPTIONS

Two conceptual plan options were developed to address the proposed program requirements.  These
plans were then reviewed and discussed by a joint meeting of the user groups to evaluate the merits
and concerns of the respective plans.

Concerns that were voiced included:

1. The potential, in the near term, for development of a tennis facility on this project site.
2. The status of the housing stock and the desire to grasp how imminent housing

redevelopment may occur.
3. The concern was expressed by Recreational Services that it would likely cost 3-4

million dollars to replace the recreation facilities presently in place.  How would this
get funded, if Housing was to occupy all of the existing recreational field space?

Option One

Option One (See Appendix, page A-3 to A-4) includes both a full-size and a half-size soccer field,
immediately northwest of the existing soccer field.  The area west of the soccer field (the current site
of the Hawkeye Drive student housing) will be reserved for future athletic uses.

Replacement of the Hawkeye Drive Apartments is proposed to be incorporated with the Hawkeye
Court Apartment redevelopment on Hawkeye Park Road and Hawkeye Court Drive.  This area would
accommodate about 300 to 350 units, plus future expansion, essentially replacing the existing
Hawkeye Drive and Hawkeye Court Apartments.

A disc golf course is proposed to the west of the existing Hawkeye Storage parking lot.  A ropes
course is also proposed adjacent to the area for the cross country course.

The multi-purpose recreation fields currently located north of Hawkeye Park Road will retain their
current location.  Additional multi-purpose fields are proposed south of Hawkeye Park Road, on the
present site of Hawkeye Storage and the former site of the radio towers.  The fields on the old radio
tower site are intended as an interim use, since this site would be ideal for a high profile building.

The plan calls for the replacement of existing Hawkeye Court units just west of Mormon Trek
Boulevard.  The current 500 units will be replaced with between 300 to 350 units.  The present site
of the athletic practice field north of Hawkeye Park Road will be reserved for future housing or a
community center.
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Much of the area between Hawkeye Court and the existing Hall of Fame will be reserved due to its
environmental sensitivity.  A portion of this area will be reserved for wetlands education.  A parking
lot for the recreation facilities is proposed immediately north of this wetlands area.  Two additional
parking lots will be located along the east side of Hawkeye Park Road, just southeast of the existing
student parking lot.  In addition, an interconnected trail network will connect all major facilities and
complete the existing trail system.
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Option Two

Option Two (see Appendix, page A-6 to A-7) largely concentrates athletic facilities in the southern
portion of the area and residential facilities in the northern portion.

Under this scenario, both a full-size and half-size practice soccer field are located just to the west
of the existing soccer field and on the current site of the Hawkeye Drive Apartments.  Land along
Melrose Avenue, to the west of the soccer area, will be reserved for prairie education and future
development.

The central portion of the master plan area will include several multi-purpose recreation fields.
These are generally located to the south and east of the existing student parking.  Some of these
fields lie on the site of the existing Hawkeye Storage materials area.  The disc golf course will be to
the west of the student parking lot.  Prairie education areas are proposed to the north of the disc golf
course, in the general vicinity of the existing cross country course.

Under Option Two, all housing is located north of Hawkeye Park Road.

The plan calls for the replacement of existing Hawkeye Court units on the property just west of
Mormon Trek Boulevard.  The current 500 Hawkeye Court and 350 Hawkeye Drive units will be
replaced with between 300 to 350 units.  An additional 23 acres of housing will lie immediately west
of the current Hawkeye Court site, on the present site of the multi-purpose recreation fields.  This
area would accommodate about 300 housing units for future expansion.

Although four additional multi-purpose fields are proposed along the west side of Mormon Trek
Boulevard, much of the area between Hawkeye Court and the existing Hall of Fame will be reserved
due to its environmental sensitivity.  A portion of this area will be reserved for wetlands education.
Two parking lots for the athletic facilities will lie to the north and west of this wetlands area.  An
interconnected trail network will connect all major facilities and complete the existing trail system.

Appendix
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