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U QGat Hull Project Saves Dol lars and Reduces CO2 Emi ssions

Burning oat hulls in place of coal at the power plant has paid off for
The University of lowa. The Chicago Cinmate Exchange (CCX)

Envi ronnental Conpliance Commttee |ast week confirmed the U's 2005
CO2 emi ssions of 241,400 netric tons, which is substantially better
than the emission |level of 267,500 netric tons required by the U's
agreement with CCX to reduce the greenhouse gas em ssions.

Ferman MIster, U associate director for utilities and energy
managenment, said he was confident that the reduction was the result of
the U's Biomass Fuel Project. That project, which uses oat hulls from
the Quaker Qats cereal manufacturing plant in Cedar Rapids, has already
saved the U nore than a nmillion dollars in fuel costs since its
inception in 2002. Cat hulls, a bionmass fuel, are recognized as
"renewabl e energy" because there is no net increase of CO2 into the

at nosphere when they are burned. Reduci ng greenhouse gas em ssions
beyond the ampunt required by the CCX programhas resulted in a
positive bal ance of 26,100 carbon credits in the University's CCX

regi stry account. Carbon credits, which each represent a nmetric ton of
carbon, are currently trading on the CCX exchange in the range of $4.50
per nmetric ton.

CCX is North Anerica's only, and the world' s first, greenhouse gas

em ssion registry, reduction, and trading systemfor all six greenhouse
gases. CCX is a self-regulatory, rul es-based exchange desi gned and
governed by CCX nenbers. Menbers nake a voluntary but |egally binding

conmtrment to reduce GHG em ssions. By the end of Phase | in Decenber,
2006, all menbers will have reduced direct enissions 4 percent bel ow a
basel i ne period of 1998-2001. Phase Il, which extends the CCX reduction
programthrough 2010, will require all nenbers to reduce GHG eni ssions

6 percent bel ow baseli ne.

In April, 2005, The University of lowa was the first |owa-based
commercial entity to purchase carbon credits for its power plant
operations fromlowa farmers through the |Iowa Farm Bureau Federation
(I FBF) program acquiring 2,000 carbon credits. The University of |owa
is one of only four Universities that belong to CCX

For more information about the Chicago Cimate Exchange, see:
http://ww. chi cagocl i mat ex. conl about/
<htt p: // ww. chi cagocl i nat ex. coml about / >

In 2004, the U Bi omass Fuel Project received two Governor's |owa
Envi ronnent al Excel |l ence Awards and in 2005 received an Effective and
I nnovative Practices Award fromthe Association of H gher Education
Facilities Oficers.

The Main Power Plant is the sole source of steamenergy for the

Uni versity canmpus and University of lowa Hospitals and Cinics. It is
a conbi ned heat and power facility that al so generates about 30 percent
of the electric power used on canmpus. Steamis used year round for


http://www.chicagoclimatex.com/about/
http://www.chicagoclimatex.com/about/

heating, chilled water production, and other research and process
| oads.
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